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On these gallery walls,
graffiti is welcomed

HE elite graffiti

crew Angels Will

Fise has made a

namé for itsell by
spray-painting full-color,
wall-sized murals — of both
the llegal and commissioned
variety — around LA, over
the last 20 years. But when 11
of its members met up ina
mid-city warehouse in No-
vember, It was not to plan
thelr next bormbing mission,
bt to ereate murals bound
for gallery walls.

The resulting pheces are
part of “Wil Rise,” which
opins ot Robert Berman
Ciallery on Saturday and pays
homage to the aesthetic that
brought fame to this sub-
group of the merchandising
collective Seventh Letter

Crew. Harmely, its West Coast-
favored “wild style®™ seript.

“Basically, the exhibit
consists of T0 panels that At
togather in a modular in-
stallation to mock up what an
outdoor mural would look
like," says show curator Brett
Aranson. “A ot of gallery
Shinws take the aesthetic of
graffiti and try to put itona
canvas, but that disrupts
what grafmitl is by taking it off
thie wall. Obwviously, the gal-
lery is not a conerete outdoor
wall, but the concept was to
Lry Lo represent that.™

For the show, each artist
created a mural on six 4-by-4-
Tt panels. Their pleces will
be displayed from floor to
celling on three walls to create
the effect of “a subway tunne]
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Thiz Revok piece iz part of "Will Rize™ al Robert Bermean.

covered in grafiitl,” says gal-
lery oamer Robert Berman.

During & recent visit, the
tunnel wasn't yet installed,
but & mural by Marguis Lew-
is, knowm in the graffit] world
as Hetna, adorned ome wall,
The work deplets what Lewis
refers to as a “family crest” in
copper-toned brushwork.

On an adjacent wall, a
mural by Saber, known for
creating the world s largest
grafiti piece in the LA, River
channel, features swirling
letters in shades of silver,
purple and white, On oo for
wall, a mural by Revol, who is
widely considersd to be the
godfather of modern-day
grafitl, combines fanciful
seript with a tech-inspired
font to spell out his name,

“I eame from the school of
thought that grafMiti was
supposed to be on the street;
it wasn't supposed tobe ina
gallery,” says Lewis. “But the

WL RESET

WHERE: Robert Berman
Gallery, 2525 Michigan Ave.,
5, Santa Monsca

WHEN: opends 6 1o 10 pum
Saturday; ends Feb. 12

PRICE: Free

INFO: (310) 315-1937,
robertbermangallery.com

gallery setting allows graffiti
artisis o explore avenues
they normally wouldnt be-
cause they are rushed or they
fear getting arrested.”

Of course, it helps that
after years of outlaw status,
graffit] artists are getting
respect in the gallery world,
“People are starting to look at
this as the new tough art, the
same way that in New York in
the "60s they were looking at
Pop Art,” Berman says. “The
wiorld is thelr canvas.”
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